On the 20th also about 3,000 of the enemy's cavalry, under Fitz-hugh Lee, attacked Wild's brigade at Wilson's Wharf, and during the fight, which lasted from 2 till 6 p. ni., the signal officer at that post directed the fire of the gun-boats upon the enemy and kept up constant communication with Fort Powhatan, 7 miles distant, and where was located the nearest force that could afford assistance, if necessary. For these services then rendered the signal officer and his party received the thanks of the general commanding the post. On the 2-oth a code for rocket alarm signals was devised by Major-General Smith and his signal officer, and rockets furnished by this department to be used along our picket-line incase the enemy should make any demonstration at night. The same code and system was adopted by General Gillmore on the 26th for the right of the line, and his pickets were also furnished with rockets. On the 27th, by consent of the chief of staff, 3 signal officers were relieved from the Tenth Army Corps and assigned to duty with the mobile column of Major-General Smith, who had at that time but 1 signal officer in his new command of '20,000 men, and who requested that he be furnished with 3 more. On the 30th I accompanied the general commanding to a point on the Appomattox, opposite Port Walthall, and enabled him by means of signals to direct the fire of-Spring Hill Fort upon the railroad at Walthall Junction. On the 31st about 700 of the enemy attacked Duncan's brigade, posted at Spring Hill, on the south bank of the Appomattox, and the signal communication previously established between the two sides of the river was maintained and called into constant requisition throughout the fight. During this short engagement the commanding general occupied a position at Point of Rocks, and a station was there opened communicating across the river with the officer commanding at Spring Hill and with the commander of the gun-boats in the stream. The attack was repulsed in a few hours and the enemy retired.
In the District of North Carolina the same signal stations were operated during the month of May that were found there when I assumed command, and nothing beyond the usual routine of signal duty transpired until the 20th, when the station built across the railroad track at Batchelders Creek was destroyed by the accidental explosion of some torpedoes, which it is supposed were being carelessly handled from the cars beneath the signal station. By that accident 2 flagmen were killed and 1 wounded.
During the month of June the following changes were made in the signal stations already established, and" the following new ones opened and operated : The station at Bermuda Hundred, which for over a month afforded the only rapid means of communication had between that place and City Point, was discontinued on the 13th because of a telegraph line having been extended between the two points mentioned. Considerable official business between the quartermaster's department and General Hinks' command, and between the commanding general and General Hinks, was, during the existence of the Bermuda station, transacted over its signal line. The stations previously established at Battery No. 1 and the Curtis house were removed 011 June 11, the former to General Terry's new headquarters, which he had changed from Curtis' house to a camp in the woods, 1 mile to the rear of Battery G, and the latter to a tower, 50 feet high, at the water battery, which was built for purposes of observation and to facilitate communication with the 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}}}{\sp{\sn pictureGray}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn pWrapPolygonVertices}{\sv 8;13;(0,0);(0,4263);(0,4263);(0,19326);(21564,19326);(21564,21600);(21600,21600);(21600,19326);(21600,19326);(21600,4263);(3516,4263);(3516,0);(0,0)}}{\sp{\sn fLayoutInCell}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn fIsBullet}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn fAllowOverlap}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn fEditedWrap}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn fBehindDocument}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn fPrint}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn dxWrapDistLeft}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn dxWrapDistRight}{\sv 0}}}{\shprslt\pard \plain \li0\ri0\sb0\sa0\pvpara\phmrg\posnegx24\posnegy295\absw0\absh729\dfrmtxtx38\dfrmtxty60 {\pict\wmetafile8\picw10193\pich1286\picwgoal5779\pichgoal729
